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WALA’AU  NO KA OI 
Edition 3          October, 2009 

 

 
Welcome everyone to the Hui „O Hawai‟i of Yuma‟s newsletter! 

 
 

PHRASE OF THE DAY: 

                A hui hou! 
 

                                MEANING: 

                         Till we meet again! 

 

 
 
     Luau Chairman Ikaika Okamura has placed 
our Luau plans into full swing.  We have a 
different venue for the Luau this year.  Our 
Scholarship Luau  is going to take place at the 
Yuma Civic Center this year! 
    His committee is in the process of 
coordinating all the events that will be taking 
place during the Event.   We are in the process 
of editing the fliers and will soon have them 
ready for print and distribution.  Stay tuned! 
    If anyone has any ideas, please let Ikaika 
know.  We all remember how many volunteers 
it took last year, so please kokua.  You can 
contact Ikaika at:  kermito27@yahoo.com 

               Mahalo – Ikaika Okamura 

Pelekikena‟s  Message…… 
 
Aloha, Kakou! 
     Pehea 'oe?  Hope that everyone is doing maika'i.  
It was great to see everyone having a great time at Inca 
Lanes.  Hope that all have recovered from throwing that 
bowling ball.  We hope to have more activities for both the 
adults and children.   
    Take a breath everyoneé.We have a new home at The 
Palms RV and Resort.  For now we have a place to practice 
our music and dance.  This is a working relationship and it 
is new to our Hui and also for The Palms.  There maybe 
some snags but we hope that we all can work it out. 
   Welcome to our new members and we hope that we can 
be a support to you all.  The Hui is family orientated and 
we hope that you see us as your extended family.  
     Mahalo to all of my committees for their continued work 
on our Hui for without your time and effort we would be 
standing still.  We have a lot to look forward to.  Keep up 
the good work.  You all are making our extended family 
work together in the Yuma community.  

 
 
 

Malama Pono.......A Hui Hou!!!! 
Iris Heick 

President of Hui 'O Hawaii 

WE HAVE A HOME ! 
 

Hooray!  The Palms RV Resort on 7E has 
graciously offered to let us use their 
facilities for our monthly General 
membership Meetings and Pot Lucks!  They 
have also offered to let us have Music 
practice there every Monday!  In return for 
this, we will be offering some classes to the 
residents there:  hula, shell jewelry, small 
gourd decorations, lei making, etc!  
 
Starting in October, out General Meeting 
will be held on the 3 rd  Sunday of every 
month from 1:00 -5:00pm.  We can pot luck, 
have a meeting and ȰËÁÎÉËÁÐÉÌÁȱ ɉÊÁÍȦɊ  
Please make sure you mark the dates on 
your calendars!  

mailto:kermito27@yahoo.com
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        HAPPY HOLLWEEN! 
                               Trick or Treat! 
 

 

 

 

 
Hui óO Hawaiôi of Yuma     P.O. Box 7399, Yuma, AZ  85366-7399      info@huiohawaiiofyuma.org 

 

 Ho‟omana  

(Powerful) Weekend 
 

     September 4 thru 6, was Godõs gift to all who 
attended the Hoõomana Workshop in Tucson.  We were 
blessed with two Kumu Hula, whose experience and 
love for the art of hula enriched each of us.  Kumu Tarita 
Tehotu and her husband, Pastor Gerard, shared their 
love for the Lord and led us through an unforgettable 
weekend.  Aunty Leiola Galla and her husband, Uncle 
Dino, and their daughter, Kalei, kept us on track and 
focused. 
    Both Kumu shared these great kumu hula:  Bella 
Richards, George Na`ope, John Pi`ilani Watkins, Edna 
Aguil, Edith Kanakaole, Johnny Lum Ho, and Leilani 
Sharpe Mendes.  WOW!  What a powerful group. 
     Training began at 8:30 a.m. and ended after 9 p.m., 
Friday thru Sunday.  At one point, while doing basics, 
Kumu Tarita asked Kalei if 20 minutes were up.  Kalei 
said òover one houró . . . really, it felt like 20 minutes ð of 
course, attempting to walk the next day, told me 
otherwise! 
    Our kupuna were present, guiding and encouraging 
our every move.  As our days moved on, hula in its 
purest form evolved.  Our hula was to praise and honor 
God and to thank Him for all our blessings. 
    It was taught that special respect is to be given to any 
adornment used for hula -- a paõu, a malo, a lei, or a 
muõumuõu.  When dancing or singing, I represent my 
kupuna.  Pride for my culture should be apparent.   
    At one point, I watched non-Hawaiian hula sisters 
studying, taking notes, and making sure every 
movement or pronunciation was perfected. I was 
ashamed to realize that I have been taking my heritage 
for granted.   How could I, a Hawaiian, think it wasnõt 
necessary for me to practice until perfected?  This is the 
legacy of my kupuna.  It should only be done perfectly!  
    Perpetuation of our Hawaiian Culture begins with 
small steps.  When we perform, we must explain what 
the audience will see and hear.  In this way, their hearts 
will be moved by the Aloha Spirit.  No more no less. 
    It is not our job to make people feel comfortable by 
giving them what theyõre òused toó.  We must give them 
what òwe areó.  They should have the true Hawaiian 
experience, if we are to see our culture continue, 
properly.  

. . . C U @ Practice . . . Aunty Rose    =D 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 Aloha…… 

All the dancers are really getting into 

practice lately.  The new numbers are fun, 

“energetic” and really going to look great! 

 

Practice Schedule is: 

 Beginners:   Wednesdays 

 Hot Wahines:  days vary 

 Gracious Ladies: Sundays 

 Kane:    Sundays 

 Keiki:    Sundays 

 
If any of the club members are interested 

in dancing, please call me at 581-4458 or email 
me at hawainmom@aol.com.                 
Aloha éé                         

Auntie Cathy AhYo      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Calendar of Events 
November 7  Childrenôs Faire 
December 12 Christmas Show 
January 24  Sun Vista RV Park 
February 27  Hui Scholarship Dinner 
March 13  Phoenix Aloha Festival      

     
General Membership Meetings    1-5 PM 

Palms RV Resort 
Oct 18  Feb 21 
Nov 15  Mar 21 
Dec 20  Apr 18 
Jan 17  May 16 

mailto:hawainmom@aol.com
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HAWAIIAN WORD SCRAMBLE 

 

Dafrneice _________________________ 

Kehlaalaa ________________________ 

Nsalid ____________________________ 

Inhuolou _________________________ 

Hlua ______________________________ 

Bokbsa ___________________________ 

Ukaai _____________________________ 

Npeapelpi ________________________ 

Amui ______________________________ 

Naeakuma ________________________ 

Malmooal _________________________ 

Iaikwk ____________________________ 

                      Good Luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hui 'O Hawai'i of Yuma was organized in 2006 as a non-profit, 

social club for Hawaiians and all others interested in Hawaii.  The 
Hui seeks to continually promote the Hawaiian culture 

and provide social activities in the "Spirit of Aloha" (Spirit of 

Love). 
 

 
 

2010 Board of Directors/Officers: 
President ~ Iris Heick 

Vice President ~ Ed Namahoe 
Secretary ~ Cathy Ah Yo 

Treasurer ~ Cookie Pearson 
Director ~ Lynsey Okamura 
Director ~ Soo Van Winkle 

Director ~ Mattie Emhoolah-Guzman 

 
 

KYMA PRESENTS...     
        

Hui O’ Hawaii of Yuma “On TV” 
 
     On September 9

th
 Hui O’ Hawaii of Yuma was 

represented well by Auntie Iris, Auntie Cathy, and 
Aunie Rose, on local TV at the KYMA Studios.  KYMA 
hosted them for the morning show which started at 
6am.  They all had to be at the studios at 5:15 am.  
They had three spots where they were able to tell the 
TV audience a little bit about our club. Auntie Iris did 
most of the talking while Auntie Cathy and Auntie 
Rose performed the hula’s.  Oh ya, Auntie had to talk 
a little also.  That was tough!  Mahalo Nui Loa to 
these ladies for getting up so early and representing 
the Hui. They did a great job! 
                               
 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
October  1 Lynsey Okamura 
   3 Nani Spatig 
   9 Lehua Hoops 
   14 Diane Spencer 
   25 Eva Arevalo 
   27 Jon Spatig 
 
November  1 Kari Pearson 
   8 Christine Moreno 
   10 Liane Martinez 
   14 Anela Hoops 
   18 Israel Arevalo 
                             23     Mathew Heick 
   28 Pua Hoops 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
October  9 Christine & Manuel Moreno 
 
November  2 Dave & Cookie Pearson 
   28 Gerry & Cathy AhYo 
 
If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please let 

us know.  Our information is incomplete! 

 
 

                  MUSICIANS NOTE                                                                

 Music practice has been going good. 
Practice is on Mondayôs at 6:30pm. Starting Oct. 5th we 
will be practicing at The Palms Resort RV Park. Please 
be there ten munites early so we can all get in the gate 
together. All are welcome to come and join us. See you 
there! 

                  Uncle Bill Heick 

 

 

SUBMIT NEWLETTER INFO TO: 
huiohawaii.yuma.news@gmail.com 
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JUST  THE  OLD  HAWAIIAN  HOSPITALITYé.. 
 

Bowling for Dollars?  Not us.  We bowled for food!  On Sunday, September 27, 

2009 the Hui 'O Hawai'i of  Yuma held a membership get-together at Inca Lanes from 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Pizza and sodas were served while those who bowled 

entertained those who did not bowl.  Also, thanks to all who provided extra treats and 

finger foods.  I think some of us felt like a "bowling ball" after eating to our heart's 

delight.  Our children, as well as a few of our adults, showed us their skill at the game - 

- bowling balls were rolling everywhere!   The squeals from the smaller kids, 

the cheers from our older kids, and the sweating brows of our adults indicated that 

everyone really enjoyed themselves.  The turnout and fellowship was good as we 

welcomed a new family (April & Les Campbell  and their 5 children) into the club.  A 

good time was had by all! 

    

Halloween is coming!  Happy Halloween to all our Hui‟s Na Keiki. Have 

                        fun and be safe out there “Trick or Treating”!  

                                         HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

                                              Thank you all so much!   

  

Dee McKinney 

Hospitality Chair 

Home: (928) 344-0623 

Cell: (928) 919-0706 

e-mail:  deequiltz@yahoo.com 
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